iHOLA ESPANA!

Your Friendly Guide to Relocating & Avoiding Culture Shock

Moving to Spain is an amazing adventure! But it's not just about tapas and sunshine. Here is
everything you need to know to adapt like a local and avoid misunderstandings.

@ 1. Language Boundaries

* More than just Spanish: Moving to Barcelona?
Catalan is heavily used in daily life, signs, and
administration! Learning a few words goes a long
way.

» Say "Tu" (Not "Usted"): Spaniards are super
friendly. Using the formal "Usted" can make you
seem cold. Embrace the informal "TU" right away!

* Loud & Proud: Conversations are loud and
people will interrupt you. Don't worry, it's not
rude! It means they are passionate and engaged
in what you're saying.

—1 2. Administrative Boundaries

* The NIE Adventure: The Foreigner ID Number
(NIE) is your golden ticket. Getting it takes time,
so pack your patience!

» The "Manana" Vibe: Things move at a different
pace. Relationships often matter more than strict
deadlines. Breathe and go with the flow.

* Meet Your New Best Friend: Don't fight the
paperwork alone. Hire a "Gestor" (a local
administrative expert). They will save you from
major headaches!

% 3. Cultural Boundaries

» The Two Kisses: When meeting someone
outside of a strict corporate meeting, giving two
kisses on the cheeks is the standard greeting.

 Radical Honesty: Spaniards will tell you exactly
what they think. A direct "No" is just honesty, not
an insult.

* No Taboos at the Bar (Except a Few): Feel free
to chat about anything, but avoid taking strong
stances on regional independence or the Civil
War.

15 4. The Spanish Clock

Forget your old schedule. The Spanish timeline is
shifted! Trying to force your home habits will leave
you feeling isolated.

Activity Your Old Habit Spanish Time

Lunch 12:30 PM 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Afternoon Non-stop work  Siesta/Break till 5 PM

Dinner 7:00 PM 9:30 PM - 11:00 PM

¢ Quick Tips for Success

* Be flexible with your time.
* Don't take direct communication personally.

» Show humility and learn the local customs!
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